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Aphasia … in her own words
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Lynn talks about Aphasia and TAP

https://drive.google.com/file/d/0Bx3fH5ZU0icvREE2MldkR0ZycGc/view


TAP  Triangle Aphasia Project, Unlimited

➢ Born in 2003 and Re-Born in 2009

➢ Collaborative Partners with the Community

➢ Based on model of LPAA:  Life Participation Approach to Aphasia

➢ Married to the principles of Neuroplasticity

➢ Values are HOPE, PURPOSE, DETERMINATION and ENGAGEMENT
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This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-NC-SA

http://scienceandenvironment1.blogspot.com/p/humans-1st-year.html
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/
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Life Participation Approach to Aphasia 
(ASHA, 2001)
LPAA Project Group

Chapey, Duchan, Elman, Garcia, Kagan, Lyon and Simmons-Mackie



Life Participation Approach to Aphasia

The A-FROM model (Kagan et al)

Supporting the World Health 
Organization’s call to provide 
services in a ICF model…

Adding Participation!
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When things went from this…

➢70 yr old female

➢Chronic afib

➢MVR  1986

➢Large left frontal bleed

➢s/p evacuation

➢Right hemiplegia / Global Aphasia

➢Dysphagia

➢Widowed

➢Family in from out of state
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To this…

➢Mom / grandma /sister in law / 
friend

➢Very Catholic / Fatima monthly / 
women’s group

➢Retired nurse

➢Volunteers at Cultural Center & 
reads news to blind

➢Loves shopping / classy dresser /

➢Reads / cards / planning parties 
/ knitting funky scarfs / travel
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Neuroplasticity: 
We were going from this…

Silverman   TAP Unlimited   2017



To this!
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1. Use It or Lose It

2. Use It and Improve It

3. Specificity

4. Repetition Matters

5. Intensity matters

6. Time Matters

7. Salience Matters

8. Age Matters

9. Transference

10.Interference

Principles of Experience-Dependent Neural Plasticity 
(Kleim & Jones, 2008)
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So, how does TAP do this??
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TAP Unlimited

• Individuals with Aphasia

•Families and Friends

•Community
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Maura English Silverman, MS, CCC/SLP

Triangle Aphasia Project, Unlimited

191 High House Road

Cary, NC  27511

info@aphasiaproject.org

maura@aphasiaproject.org

Website:

www.aphasiaproject.org
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