
NCCEP EMS Protocol 
Committee 
Stroke Triage and Destination Template
EMS Decision-making in Acute Stroke
Darrell Nelson, MD

Tripp Winslow, MD, NCOEMS Medical Director

Wally Ainsworth, NCOEMS, Regional Manager



EMS
Decision-making in 
Acute Stroke



EMS
Decision-making in 
Acute Stroke



EMS
Decision-making in 
Acute Stroke



EMS
Decision-making in 
Acute Stroke



EMS
Decision-making in 
Acute Stroke



EMS
Decision-making in 
Acute Stroke

Acute Stroke Ready Facility: 20

Acute Stroke Ready Facility: 60

Comprehensive Stroke Center: 40

Comprehensive Stroke Center 40

Comprehensive Stroke Center: 60
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 First agency/region decision
 What screen and/or screening-severity tool to use

 Second agency/region decision
 Severity score cut-off for LVO
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 Third agency decision
 Estimated transport times to various facilities

 From patient contact location
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 Fourth agency/region decision
 Reperfusion checklist versus agreed upon hard-contraindications

 From patient contact location
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 72 y.o. AAM

 Awoke normal, 2 hours later with 
facial droop and slurred speech

 Blood glucose normal

 12-Lead normal

 RACE Score 4

 LKW = 3.5 hours

 Where does EMS transport?

 Where did the region set RACE 
score for LVO?

 What estimated transport 
parameters were agreed upon?
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 Region set RACE LVO at 5

 Region set transport to CSC or 
TSC at < 60 minutes

 Caveat if total transport will 
not exceed 4 hours by arrival
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 General parameters

 Rural Areas
 Decisions between ASR/PSC and TSC/CSC

 Estimated transport times < 60 minutes

 Arrival at destination < 4 hours from LKW

 Suburban Areas
 Decisions between ASR/PSC and TSC/CSC

 Estimated transport times < 45 minutes

 Arrival at destination < 4 hours from LKW

 Urban Areas
 Decisions between ASR/PSC and TSC/CSC

 Estimated transport times < 30 minutes

 Arrival at destination < 4 hours from LKW
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