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Vaping has 
serious 

consequences 

Tragic death just months after a 
vape-induced cough

X-ray showed lung damage caused 
by vaping

15-year-old “Solly” 
Solomon Wynn from Wilmington



Solly’s Law will fill gaps in NC law
• Raise the legal age for sale of 

tobacco products in NC from 18 
to 21 to align with federal law 
(2019 Congress passed law to 
raise federal sales age to 21)

• Establish a license for tobacco 
retailers, which will allow law 
enforcement to hold predatory 
sellers accountable

● NC is one of 7 states that has 
not raised the age

● NC Is one of 9 states that 
does not require a license to 
sell vapes and tobacco



Legislative Update



Press Conference to introduce H430 S318   
“Solly’s Law” to Protect Youth from Harms of Vaping and Nicotine

March 19, 2025





https://www.ncleg.gov/BillLookUp/2025/hb%20430

Primary Sponsors H430:
Representative Donnie Loftis
Representative Grant Campbell, MD
Representative Stephen Ross
Representative David Willis 

Primary Sponsor S318:
Senator Gale Adcock 

















June 3 Youth Voices 
Media Conference 

18 Youth from:
• East Duplin High 

School
• Eastern Alamance  

High School
• Wake County:

- Poe Center for Health
Education
- American Heart 
Association Clubs
- Apex Friendship 
High School
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ABC Channel 11 

CBS 17 
WNCN



WRAL



WBTV

NC Newsline



The Center Square 

Representative Loftis 
WBT Charlotte radio show 



135 Resolutions
County Commissioners
Public Health Boards 
School Boards
Foundations
NC Healthcare Association
Sheriff’s Offices
Police Departments
Youth and Community 
Organizations



June 18

Charlene Zorn 
OpEd

Greensboro News 
and Record 



Capital News Tonight – June 25 

● Representative Loftis
● Senator Gale Adcock
● Charlene Zorn 





Educating ourselves and our coalition partners  

● Dr. Tobe Gilbert, child neuropsychologist, 
Jacksonville Police Department, how vapes harm 
the developing brain 

● Charlene Zorn, Solly’s Stepmom – this can happen 
to anyone

● Jake Peterson, School Resource Officer, Eastern 
Alamance High School & Captain, Alamance 
Sheriff’s Office, vapes are everywhere 

● Shannon Baker,  Kentucky Chapter of the 
American Lung Association, youth were critical in 
passing this law in KY

● Representative Loftis  - why this is important 

● Law professor, Dr. Jill Moore, UNC School of 
Government, reviewed NC’s current youth 
tobacco access law and Vapor Registry law & 
highlighted new protections with Solly’s Law.

● Beloved Harnett High School Teacher Gary 
Pearce hates what vapes are doing to 
students.  His students gave him a birthday 
gift of steamrolling confiscated vapes

● Dr. Shelley Golden, new research on tobacco 
retail outlet density increases hospital 
readmission rates 



Year 2 of the Tobacco 21 Campaign
• Leadership home within the NC Public Health Association 

• Strategy Summit in October 

• Build Statewide Youth Network to advocate for Solly’s Law

• Highlight military readiness 

• Advertising and Social Media

• Grow legislator awareness of the problem and the solution 



Nicotine is highly addictive
A vape pod can contain 40-90 
times nicotine in a cigarette



Peg O’Connell, JD
Chair, Tobacco 21 Coalition

Peg.T21@ncapha.org

Meg Molloy, DrPH, MPH
Managing Director

Tobacco 21 Coalition
Meg.T21@ncapha.org
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