


Food Deserts 
and Food 
Insecurity

in North 
Carolina

North Carolina has more than 349

food deserts

More than 1.5 million North 

Carolina residents are food insecure



Food Deserts 
and CVD



Healthy Food 
Small Retailer 

Program

Taps into a community’s existing 

retail footprint to make healthier 

food options more accessible 

Provides equipment and technical 

assistance to small store owners in 

food deserts



Creation of the
Healthy Food 
Small Retailer 

Program

$250,000 included in HB 1030 which 

passed on July 1, 2016

Applications submitted November 27, 

2016 through December 31, 2016





Seeking
$1 million

in recurring 
funding

Supported by more than 50 local, state, 

and national partners

The funding would provide

– Equipment

– Marketing

– Technical assistance

– Training  

– Evaluation

– Program director and local coordinators



Questions?


